
 

IFS Exam Syllabus 
IFS Prelims Syllabus 

Subject Topics 

General 
Studies 

Current events of national and international importance 
History of India and Indian National Movement  
Indian and World Geography- Physical, Social, and Economic Geography of India and the 
World 
Indian Polity and Governance- Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, 
Rights Issues, etc. 
Economic and Social Development- Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, 
Demographics, Social Sector Initiatives, etc. 
General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity and Climate Change 
General Science.  

GS (CSAT) 

Logical reasoning and analytical ability 
Decision making and problem-solving  
General mental ability 
Basic numeracy (numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude, etc.) (Class X level) 
Data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency, etc. - Class X level 

 
IFS Mains Syllabus 

Compulsory Subjects 

Paper I (General 
English) 

Essay in English  
Other questions will be designed to test the candidate’s basic understanding of 
English, like the use of words.  
Presie writing 

Paper-II (General 
Knowledge) 
  
  

General Knowledge 
Current Events (National and International) 
Indian politics, including 
The political system 
The Constitution of India 
History of India 
Geography of nature  

Optional Subjects 

 

List of Optional Subjects for IFS Main Exam 
Candidates have to select two subjects from the following optional subjects, each subject will have two 

papers. 

Agriculture 

Agricultural Engineering 

Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Science 

Botany 

Chemistry 



Chemical Engineering 

Civil Engineering 

Forestry 

Geology 

Mathematics 

Mechanical Engineering 

Physics 

Statistics 

Zoology 

 


